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complacently, and for that reason fully entitled to ad-
vantages of schooling and culture* as well as material
comforts* which at that time were far beyond their reach?
Those were the kinds of questions filling the mind of
Lloyd George when on the threshold of his political career.
Those grievances must be relieved, and that speedily:
whether the methods of redress conformed or not to this or
that political philosophy, mattered not at all
No one can understand Lloyd George's rise to fame, or
the strength of his appeal to his own countrymen in the
years before he became a Cabinet Minister, without knowing
something about Welsh affairs at that time* For be it
always remembered, it was as the champion of Wales that
he emerged into the full glare of publicity; and for many
years, and those the best years of his life, it was only the
particular shoes which pinched Welsh feet that interested
him* If they happened to pinch the feec of sundry English-
men as well, why, so much the better; for they might
then .be induced to become useful allies at Westminster,
But a shoe which pinched only an English foot liad for him
no interest at alL
The Tudor sovereigns, bent upon their policy of uni-
formity, had endeavoured to assimilate Wales in all
respects to England, With the upper classes they largely
succeeded; but with the middle and lower classes they
almost completely failed, Thus was introduced into Welsh
life the serious cleavage which did so much to retard all
national enterprise and to arrest all national culture* The
squirearchy (munificent patrons of Welsh literature and art
in the Middle Ages) and the majority of the clergy became
Anglicised in speech and outlook, while the rest of the
community remained truly Welsh, For two hundred years
it looked as if the Welsh language and Welsh culture were
fighting a losing battle; and defeat would, no doubt, have